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DESIGN CONCEPT

As designers, it is important to understand how and why we can create the
most desirable and necessary spaces for the people that interact within
them the most. Designing a memory care center for residents with dementia
should prioritize safety, cognitive-stimulating activities that seamlessly ties
together a residence, home-like design that ensures residents feel
comforted, supported and acknowledged during their stay. The key is to
design a space that takes all factors and users into consideration. The goal is
to design a safe, human centric, space that encompasses a lifestyle change
that is subtle for residents. This can be done by implementing design
principals that focus on wayfinding, memory rehabilitation or memory
therapy, minimal stimulation or overwhelming spaces, interactive features,
community spaces to engage with others, and spaces to create a sense of
purpose for them. Based on research and precedent studies,
it isn’t only achievable to design a space that incorporates all these aspects
but is fully necessary to do so to achieve a successful memory care facility
design.

QUESTIONS

How can a long-term care residence be designed to help
enrich the lives of people living with dementia?

SAFETY
What could be done to improve the buildings

[?_] design that will result in the safety of the residents,
staff, and visitors while also enriching the lives of
residents?

INCLUSIVITY

m How can we reduce the institutional restrictions
and promote inclusivity while enriching the lives
of people with dementia?

COMMUNITY

dr How do we involve community in memory care
facilities in order to help enrich the lives of
people with dementia?

STIMULATION

% How can sensory stimulation be carefully
addressed to help enrich the lives of people with
dementia without the risk of overstimulation?
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TECHNOLOGY

Smart Lighting

Smart Thermostat

Fibre Optic Solar
Lighting
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GUIDELINES TO DESIGNING
DIGNIFIED ENVIRONMENTS

Allow Access to
Outdoor Spaces and
Include Indoor/
Outdoor Living

Accommodate
Community Access
and Inclusion

Address Stimulation
With Careful
Management of
Sightlines

Arrange a Variety of
Public Spaces for
Flexible Use

Specify Furniture

& Materials That

Foster Health and
Wellness

Incorporate to
Optimize
Technology Safety
and Freedom
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